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A Man, a Name,
and a Continent

Today we know that there are seven continents. Long ago, people in Europe
thought there were only three. They believed that the only continents were
Europe, Africa, and Asia. Christopher Columbus landed in the Bahamas in
1492. He did not realize, or fully understand, where he was. He thought the
islands were part of Asia. He thought he had landed in India.

Who was the man who realized that the Bahamas and the other areas Columbus
explored were not part of Asia? Who was the man who realized that the world
had at least one extra continent? The man was Amerigo Vespucci. Today, two
continents are named after Vespucci. One continent is North America. The
other is South America.

Vespucci was born in Italy in 1454.
Vespucci was an excellent navigator and
skilled mapmaker. A navigator is someone
who is skilled at figuring out the course

of a ship. Vespucci was navigator on an
expedition that set off in 1499. Its purpose
was to explore south of the land Columbus
had discovered. Vespucci sailed to the
country we know today as Brazil.

Sailing south along its coast, the expedition
came to an astonishing, or surprising,
place. The ships were far out to sea, but
the seawater tasted fresh! The astonished
men ventured, or dared to go, closer to
shore. They spotted a huge river. The
river was too big to have come from an island. The men had spotted the river
we know today as the Amazon River. Thinking they had reached China, the men
got into rowboats. They ventured up the river. They looked for a place to land,
but they could not find one. Vespucci wrote that the low land was “so thickly
covered with trees that the birds could scarcely fly though them.”

Amerigo Vespucci

Vespucci began to suspect, or doubt, that they had reached Asia. Vespucci
sailed even further south on his next expedition. He took more star sightings.
He calculated, or figured out, distances. He calculated location. He no longer
suspected that they had reached Asia. He knew they had not. They had
reached a fourth continent.
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A Man, a Name,
and a Continent

After reading the story, answer the questions.
Fill in the circle next to the correct answer.

1. This story is mainly about 4. If one calculates something, one
(@ Columbus and India. caretully
(b) how continents are named. (@) explores it.
(©) land south of the Bahamas. (b) suspects it.
(@) an explorer and a new (o) figures it out.
continent. @ navigates through it.
2. From the story, you can tell that 5. Think about how the word realize
Vespucci thought relates to understand. What words

relate in the same way?
Columbus was not a good Y

navigator. realize : understand
(b) the continent should be 1 shi

named after himself. (a) sail : ship
(c) the Amazon River was the ® suspect : doubt

longest river in the world. @ explore : navigate
(d) North American and South (d) astonish : venture

America were one continent.

3. Where was Vespucci when the
seawater tasted fresh?

(@) off the coast of Asia

(b) off the coast of India

() off the coast of Brazil

(@ off the coast of the Bahamas
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