Table of Contents

INErOdUCION .. 3
Meeting Standardsand Benchmarks. ............... i, 4
How to Use ThiSBOOK . .. ... e 5
Achievement Graph ... ... 7

Practice Passages

The White HOUSE. . . . ..o 8
Electricity onthe Move . . . ... 10

Science Passages

Day and Night . .. ... 12
The American Toad HOPS AQaiN . . ... i e e e e e e 14
ANIMal INSHINCES. . . ..o 16
BUSYy @S aBee . ... 18
ThE PlalYPUS . . . oo e e 20
The Rock CyCle. . ... 22

Geography Passages

GeEtiNG ATOUNG . . . .o 24
LAy FOrEStS. . . .o e 26
Sharing 1deas . . ... . 28
GraSI aNdS. . . . o 30
Saving the Calvaria Trees . . ... oo e e e e 32
City Or SUDUND . . o 34

History Passages

Early American ColONies. . . . ... .o 36
SheMadethe First American Flag . .......... i e e e 38
The American Bald Eagle . . ... ... e e 40
The Statue That Standsfor Freedom . .. .. ... . . e 42
PreSIdENntS Day ... ..o it 44
MeEmMOKal Day . ...t e e 46
ANSIWEr K Y . 48

#3382 Nonfiction Reading Comprehension—Grade 2 2 © Teacher Created Resources, Inc.



History Passages

History Standard: Understands how democratic values came to be and
how they have been exemplified by people, events, and symbols

Benchmark: Knows the history of American symbols

The American Bald Eagle

A symbol stands for something. The U.S. flag is a symbol of our country. When you
seeit, you think of America. The American bald eagle is another U.S. symbol. It was
picked in 1782. This beautiful bird lives only in North America. It's strong, and it can
live up to 50 years. That's quite along time for a bird.

The American bald eagle is not bald. It has white feathers on its head. The rest of its
feathers are brown. Thefood it likes best issalmon. So it lives near streams and rivers.
That makes it easy to catch the fish.

A male and female will stay together for life. Each year they use the same nest. Each
year they have one or two eggs. Taking care of their hungry babiesis alot of work.
Both of the parents take turns finding food. When one goes hunting, the other watches
over the nest.

sl iy

#3382 Nonfiction Reading Comprehension—Grade 2 40 © Teacher Created Resources, Inc.



History Passages

The American Bald Eagle

Comprehension Questions

Fill in the circle next to the best answer.

1. TheAmerican bald eagleisa symbol for
(@ South America.
(®) North America
(© the USA.
2. What happenslast?
(@ The eagles pick mates.
@ The eagles take turns finding food.
() One or two babies hatch.
3. What is odd about the American bald eagle’'s name?
@ It makes you think that eagle doesn’t live along time.
@ It makes you think the eagle’s head is bald, but it isn't.
(©) It makes you think that the eagle livesin North America.
4. Salmon isakind of

5. Why isit important that the bald eagle can live for 50 year s?
(@ The people who picked it as a symbol wanted Americato last along time, too.
@ We don’t want to pick a new symbol more often than every 50 years.
(©) The bird hasto get old before it gets bald.
6. Picture an eagle catching salmon. How does the eagle grab its prey?
(@ with its feet
(© with itswings
(© with its head
7. Do you think the American bald eagle was a good choice for a symbol? Explain.
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